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The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence has taken the
lead to establish an anti-
smuggling  coordination

platiorm so that all agencies [
come forward and share |

relevant information and work
towards eliminating smuggling

activities and catching the real ¥

culprits.

“There are various challenges
that law enforcement agencies
face in tackling smuggling
including going afier the
criminal syndicates or the key
persons who are financing such
illegal operations; it is not
enough tojust catch the carrier.
To put a big dent into the
smuggling network, we need to

Mohan Kumar Singh, mermber (compliance management), Ceniral Board o e

Tawes and Customs on FICCI CASCADE'S Anti-Smuggling Day

have enough data, skill setsand ~ Central Board of Indirect Taxes
tools to analyse the data and and Customs on the occasion
intelligence coordination, said ~ of FICCI CASCADE' 'Anti-

Mohan Kumar Singh, member  Smugglin

;

Day on Tuesday.

of inter-agency cooperation,
Singh said it mportant to focus
on operational readiness and
coordination among agencies to
tackle cross border smuggling,
"Also, reco{gnilion by the United

| Nations of this anti-smuggling

day will create  more
international awareness on the
issue, thereby contributing to the
efforts instemming this malzise,

said Singh.

Highlighting the colossal nature
of the problem of smuggling in
the context of a rising Bhara,
Anil Rajput, Chairman, FICC]
CASCADh said, "Along with
the  government  and
enforcement agencies it is critical
that the consumers increasingly
come forward and play their part
in the batde against smuggling

(compliance management), Talking about the lmponance and ilicit trade.

rdination to elminate smuggling

It is critical that the
dissemination of information
and exposure t0 acts elated (o
smuggling is extended to the
chllfrgen and the youth.
Additionally, 1 canno{
overemphasise the importance
of using advanced technology to
counter  smuggling and its
offshoots. | am confident that the
coming together of all these
elements willlead to an effective
and sustained response against
this formidable adversary.”
Pankaj Kumar Singh, Former
Deputy  National ~ Security
Advisor, Government of India
said there are now new models of
smuggling  that  involves
technology such as the usage of
drones that enables the creation
of huge margins for these illegal
activities.
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‘Government enhancing focus on inter-agency
coordination to tackle & eliminate smuggling’

NEW DELHI: Mohan Kumar
Singh, Member (Compli-
ance Management},CBIC on
the occasion of FICCI CAS-
CADE’s ‘Anti-Smuggling Day’
said, “There are various chal-
lenges that law enforcement
agencies facein tackling smug-
gling including going after the
criminal syndicates or the key
persons whoare financing such
illegal operations; it is not
enough to just catch the carrier.
To puta big dentinto the smug-
gling network, we need to have
enough data, skill sets and tools
to analyse the data and intelli-
gencecoordination, The Direc-
torate of Revenue Intelligence
has taken the lead to establish
an anti-smuggling coordina-
tion platform so that all agen-

It is critical that
dissemination
of information
& exposure to
facts related

to smuggling
is extended to

children & the youth’

cies come forward and share
relevant information and work
towards eliminating smuggling
activities and catching the real
culprits”

Talking about the impor-
tance of inter-agency coopera-
tion, Singh said, “We need to
upgrade the use of technology

in effectively combatting smug-
gling. Itis important to focus
on operaticnal readiness and
coordination among agencies
to tackle cross border smug-
gling. Also, recognition by the
UN of this anti-smuggling day
will create more international
awareness on the issue, thereby
contributing to the efforts in
stemming this malaise”

Anil Rajput, Chairman,
FICCI CASCADE, said, “Along
with the government and
enforcement agendies itis crit-
ical that the consumersincreas-
ingly come forward and play
their part in the battle against
smuggling and illidt trade. Itis
critical that the dissemination
of information and exposure
to facts related to smuggling is

extended to the children and
theyouth. Additionally, [ cannot
overemphasize the importance
of using advanced technology to
counter smuggling and its off-
shoots. I am confident that the
coming together of all these ele-
ments will lead to an effective
and sustained response against
this formidable adversary.”
During the programme,
FICCI CASCADE also high-
lighted the 2023-24 DRI Smug-
glingin India report thatstated
the government seized more
than 8000 kgs of narcotic drugs
and psychotropic substances,
apart from other contraband
items in huge quantities. While
the seizure rates have gone up
considerably, it is only the tip
of the iceberg, Heost
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THE TIMES OF INDIA

Need synergy between tech, human intelligence to curb
smuggling: Former Dy NSA
PTI / Updated: Feb 12, 2025, 23:06 IST

New Delhi, A synergy between technology and
human intelligence is needed to check smuggling

of weapons and narcotic drugs into the country,
former Deputy National Security Advisor Pankaj
kKumar Singh said on Tuesday. He also said that
enforcement agencies are scanning the “dark net”

to get leads on those involved in illegal trade of
narco substances, he said.

"Today a lot of drugs and weapons are being
traded on the dark net... Law enforcement agencies are looking at dark net for all this information so
that these people can be caught... Technology will have to be adopted but at the end of it, the creative
part, the human part will have to be there. Technology plus human intelligence that's the way out (to
catch smugalers),” Singh said at the Anti Smuggling Day event ocrganised by Ficci CASCADE here.

According to the Smugaling in India Report released by the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
in December last year, DRI officers seized about 8,224 kg of contraband in the 2023-24 fiscal worth Rs
2,242 crore, with the seizure of cocaine seeing an increase over the past five years.

During the 2023-24 financial year, DRI seized 1,319 kg of gold and smuggling through India's porous
eastern borders, particularly with Bangladesh and Myanmar, has also emerged as a major concern for

law enforcement agencies.

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/need-synergy-between-tech-human-intelligence-to-curb-
smuggling-former-dy-nsa/articleshow/118187087.cms



https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/need-synergy-between-tech-human-intelligence-to-curb-smuggling-former-dy-nsa/articleshow/118187087.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/need-synergy-between-tech-human-intelligence-to-curb-smuggling-former-dy-nsa/articleshow/118187087.cms
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Need synergy between tech human
intelligence to curb smuggling former Dy
NSA

FIT |

PTI
NEWS UPDATE

New Delhil. Feb 11 (PTI) A synergy between technology and human intelligence Is needed to
check smuggling of weapons and narcotic drugs into the country, former Deputy National
Security Advisor Pankaj Kumar Singh said on Tuesday.

He also said that enforcement agencies are scanning the "dark net” to get leads on those
involved in illegal trade of narco substances, he said.

"Today a lot of drugs and weapons are being raded on the dark net... Law enforcernent
agencies are looking at dark net for all this information so that these people can be caught...
Technology will have to be adopted ut at the end of it, the creative part, the human part will
have to be there. Technology plus human intelligence that's the way out (to catch smugglers),”
Singh said at the Anti Smuggling Day event organised by Ficci CASCADE here,

https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2025/02/11/dcm104-biz-ld-smuggling.html



https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/business/2025/02/11/dcm104-biz-ld-smuggling.html

IANS

—— Wire Service

s

Delhi: FICCI Cascade observed Anti-Smuggling Day today, highlighting
the significant harm caused by counterfeit goods and smuggling to the
country and society

Anil Rajput, FICCI Cascade Chairman, says, "Four years ago we decided
that Anti Smuggling day should be observed int he country. For
spreading awareness United Nations have decided so many days but
regarding smuggling and terror funding noday has been announce.
Hence from India, four years ago we announced this day and we request
United Nations to accept this day and spread awareness in the world.."”

https://x.com/ians india/status/1889237168771727552?t=Spa06i5fzluffvCfhKxaWw&s=08



https://x.com/ians_india/status/1889237168771727552?t=SpaO6i5fzIuffvCfhKxaWw&s=08
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/160VgZZI6nyEiwE7VuiW1L3xSFNgo6zLI/view?usp=sharing



https://drive.google.com/file/d/16oVgZZl6nyEiwE7VuiW1L3xSFNgo6zLI/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16HZhUVP5Y5a 6LW-bX1RguUS5mhrMJWsj/view?usp=sharing
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Anti-Smuggling Day: How India Is Dealing With The Menace Of Cross-
Border Smuggling

India has witnessed different kinds of smuggling activities from across its borders, through land or sea
routes.

A e f X O8& amnges
New Delhi: india's borders with Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmiar ané Nepal have always been susceptible to
smuggling activities. Drugs and narcotics, arms and ammunition, gold, fake currency and other Ilkcit goods
flow across the borders into India, putting country’s security and economy at risk,

in view of the threat, the Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) Committee
Against Smuggling and Counterteiting Activities Destroying the Economy {CASCADE] jointly observe Antl-
Smuggting Day every year on February 11, 10 raise awareness on menace of cross-border smuggling and its
potential Impact

The initiative alms 1o engage the government agencies as well as the public in the persistent battie against
smuggling.

Significance of Anti-Smuggling Day

On this day, seminars, conferences, and awareness campaigns are held by law enforcing agencies 10
promote global cooperation besides strengthening collaboration between enforcement agencies.

Why Smuggling Is A Major Problem

Smuggling not onty poses & threat o India's security but also threatens the Indian economy. Smuggling
leads 1o increased organised crime and continues 1o be a major challenge for India, Be it smuggling of arms.
and ammunition or fake currency, terrosist organizations have often exploited vulnerable routes to
destabilise India. Add to it the circulation of black money which causes significant revenue loss.
Governments worldwide have taken significant measures ke strengthening border security, iImplementing
stricter wrade regulations, and increasing international cooperation to disrupt cominal networks.

The Challenges India Faces

Over the years, India has witnessed different kinds of smuggling activities from across its borders, through
land or sea routes. Major chaienge remains across India's border with Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar and
Nepal.




NEWS
NATION

s e Tt
& Fet- SHPT FHIUT g1




Current Affairs

Hame « Al Smupdieg Day 2025

Anti-Smuggling Day 2025: Date, History, and
Significance

Anti-Smuggling Day 2025 marks the gibbal effort to combsd smuggiing. Find ouf wiy this dsy
matters for india’s secuity economy and the infemations! bathe against llegsl frads.

L Sumit Arora 4 Publishe,

India’s borders with Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Nepal hawe long been susceptible
1o smuggling activities, posing significant risks to0 the country’s secwrity and economy. The
smuggling of drugs, arms and ammunition, gold, fake currency, and other ifict goods
continues to be = persistent challenge. To raise swareness sbout the menace of cross-border
smuggling and @z poiential impact. the Federation of Indian Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) Committes Against Smugping: and Counterdeiing Actvities Destroying the
Eiconomy (CASCADE) observes Anti-Smuggling Day every year on February 11. This day
focuses on engaging government agencies and the public in the battie sgainst smuggling.
Significance of Anti-Smuggling Day

Anti-Smupgling Day serves as an imponiant 2vent o highlight the impact of smupgling on
nationa] security and the sconormy. On this d3y, seminars. conferences, and awarsness
campaigns are organized by lsw enforcement agencies to promots global cooperation and
strengthen the collaboration between enforcement agencies. By fosterng awareness, the
initiative secks o unite efforts in tackling the ongoing threats posed by smuggling and
counterfeiting.

A Global Call for Cooperation

The observance emphasizes international collaboration o disnept criminsl  activities.
Smuggling. which occurs wia land, ‘sea, or 3ir routes, reguires coordinated action St both
national and ghobal levels to combst this ilegal rade.

Why Smuggling is a Major Problem for India

Smugping poses a dual threat 1o India’s security and economy. The smupgling of amms and
ammumition often strengthens the hands of terrorist organizations, destabiizing the nation.
Similary, the #legal circulation of fake currency leads o 3 massive loss in revenue for the
gowernment. Besides economic destabilization, the flow of illicit drugs fuels onganised
crime. contributing o vanious socisl and economic problems.

Security Risks

Countries k= Pakistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, and Mepal have long been the origin points for
ilicit trade fliowing imbe Indis. These activities compromise national security, increasing the sk of
terrorist operations and illegal arms trade. Smuggling also undermines law and order and
increases the availshility of dangerous substances ke drugs, which often fuel other criminal
activities.
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Devdlscourse

Discourse on Developmeant

TacKkling Smuggling: The Tech-Intelligence
Synergy

Former Deputy Nationsl Security Singh addresses the need for a

Advisor Panksj Kumsar
cambat weapon and narcois

symersy Botween technology and human niclligence 1o ©

mugoling. He emphasizes the imporanc

~e nf enforcement agencies utilizing the dark

role of inter-agency cooperation and consumer awareness.

=
net L.: B At e

n a focused call to action, former Deputy National Security Advisor Paniaj

Kumar Singh emphasized the necessity of blending technology with baurr

intellimence tao effectively counter the smugmsiing of weapons and narcofics
into the country. Speaking at an event marking Anti Smugsiing Dav, Singh
hishlighted that Iaw enforcement amencies are increasingiy ntitizing the dark net

1o track flegal irade acriivities,

Stent Teodng Crapts

¥

He pointed out that substantial seizures by the Directorate of Revenmnuae Intelligcence
Srrzrazsazfizazs irs Iracliss Fegreszt Iza
including gold

Tesvesaal tlaes S ale Of tlses prrobslesrin. s cddetailedd fon thaear
the 2023-24 fiscal year alone. significant amounts of contrabarwd .
Aand cocaine. were conficcated. particulariy srmnmisied thronsh India’s eastern

borders.




PNI

Government enhancing focus on inter-agency coordination to tackle
and eliminate smuggling: CBIT&C
(::1 PNI Admin 3 days ago

NEW DELHI: Mr. Mchan Kumar Singh, Member {(Compliance Management), Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs on the occasion of FICCI CASCADE’s “Anti-Smuggling Day’ said, “There are various challenges that law
enforcement agencies face in tackling smuggling including going after the criminal syndicates or the key persons
who are financing such illegal operations: it is not enough to just catch the carrier. To put a big dent into the
smuggling network, we need to have enough data, skill sets and tools to analyze the data and intelligence
coordination. The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence has taken the lead to establish an anti-smuggling
coordination platform so that all agencies come forward and share relevant information and work towards
eliminating smuggling activities and catching the real culprits.”

Talking about the importance of inter-agency cooperation, Mr. Singh said, “We need to upgrade the use of
technology in effectively combatting smuggling. It is important to focus on operational readiness and coordination
among agencies to tackle cross border smuggling. Also, recognition by the United Nations of this anti-smuggling
day will create more international awareness on the issue, thereby contributing to the efforts in stemming this
malaise.”

Highlighting the colossal nature of the problem of smuggling in the context of a rising Bharat, Mr. Anil Rajput,
Chairman, FICCI CASCADE, said, “Along with the government and enforcement agencies it is critical that the
consumers increasingly come forward and play their part in the battle against smuggling and illicit trade. It is
critical that the dissemination of information and exposure to facts related to smuggling is extended to the
children and the youth. Additionally, I cannot overemphasize the importance of using advanced technology to
counter smuggling and its offshoots. I am confident that the coming together of all these elements will lead to an
effective and sustained response against this formidable adversary.”

Mr. Pankaj Kumar Singh, Former Deputy National Security Advisor, Government of India said, “There are now
new models of smuggling that involves technology such as the usage of drones that enables the creation of huge
margins for these illegal activities. The message from the government is clear that no smuggling or infiltration is to
be permitted. There have been multiple instances of shooting down of drones carrving illegal goods but given the
enormons length of our borders, challenges remain.”

“There is no dearth of right minded, nationalist and country loving people in this country who are willing to help
and law enforcement agencies need to approach them to get relevant information and intelligence. We have made
lot of strides in technology adoption by law enforcement agencies such as scouting the dark net to get leads to
catch smugglers. Technology combined with human intelligence is the way forward to fight this menace of illicit
trade,” Mr. Singh added.

Mr. B.E. Pachnanda, Former Director General, National Disaster Response Force (NDEF) and Indo Tibetan
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